
TN TBE BAY.
The sea-gulls whiten and dip,
Crying their lonely cry.
Al noon in the blue of the bay;
And 1 bear the slow oars drip,
As the Asherman'a boat drifts hy,

And the cuckoo calls from the hillFid«· fai a «v.

Th« while birds cry for the foam,
Oh. white birds crying to me
The »ry of my heart evermore,
By perilous seas to main
To a shore far over the sea.

And I would that my ship went down va i; hin
??'??G- of th»- shore!
Arthur Synions, In "Amorte Victima.'-

SOLVING THE DIFFICULTY.
"Ani children?" queried Unse, gently.
H. had just given her th.· Interesting informa-

? ion that he was ¦ widower, although so young
-thirty-five at the outl«*··.
"One," h« admitted; anJ his dejected tono

seemed to imply that that ene Mas an un.-aiis-
factory possession noi «luit«· righi In its lead,
perhaps, <>r disfigured with a hsrelip. "Wo
bad «.illy been married a year, you know. She
dl« d U In n it was born."
"Ah-h!" breathed Rose, with soft Intensity.

Bhe «¡id not lik·· to say more; and the womanly
pity welling out to him In his misfortune was

sufficiently expressed Having consumed the
after-dinner cigarette, indulged In si her urgent
bi. ling, he was al liberty to respond to it; they
exhaled th ir si-*!»*- together, it eras, In fact,
s particularly sympathetic nigh! -mild, still,
solitary, with a beautiful moon. They sat out
In it alon-, lête-h-tête, on hammock < hairs, fr.·.·
t«. sit thus li'l bedtime, while their host and
hOSteM, her Uncle and aunt, dosed over news-

paper and knitting In th·* drawing-room behind
Hum: the world forgetting, by the world forgot,
"Son or daughter?" Miss Lascelles a*-ked.

after a pause, not «.¡Ulna· to break the thread
of su«*h an exquisite subject.
"A boy.·* tai»l Mi. Bell, still with that un-

fatherly air of disenfitent. "Sometin*··*· I wish
it was a pirl Hhe could !<K»k aft»r no- by and
by; I «otiiil have her trained to I.e my house-
k>·» ?··?· and sew my buttons on.that sort of
thing, you know."
"Ton would hn-ve tn wait a long lime," sud

Rose. "JudiTln*' by by your looks,'' sh« -urn·«!
admiring eyes upon his very comely person, "it
must I·»· a perfect infant at present."

"Quit*· an infant; that is let m·· s··· fourteen
months and a ¡itti»· ever. Tea it will be iif ·?
months »m Thursds. sin«»- be WSS bom. .\nd
lost his mother two days after."
"Poor, poor little thin*:."' ejseulsted Hose
"Oh." ISUghed lb»· young man, in an odd.

mirthless way. "you needn't waste sny pity on

Mm, MISS I.as .lies, bes all right, Bolls m fat
never sHed s thing In his life mlghl take the

prise in a bah- show. So ihey lell me, l
haven't seen him myself fora ?.I while
"You haven't?" cried Rose, smilinely indi·,·-

nan!. "Well, j u are a ?.oit of ,-? parent,
I mu.-: say! Don') you have him with u si
le.tt,.·. then?"

"1 bannt got a home, I gave it up when my
poor -.'ill died. What's lh·· une «,f a hollie ;<>

in- ? I sh'.u.d never be Ihere; mv business takes
me ail ..ver ih- country, and v.ii can'l a.· .»

house and a young child to .- rants. Tb·· little
tini«· that I dal try to carry on bj myself Ihey
played th·· «leite.· with everything, child and all.
«»ne woman start·.I feeding It with thick ai
rowroot. Bhe'd have killed it. loa certain!) "

"Tes, Indeed The id»-a! Hot it's Incredible
what some fools of w«>m<-n will do In th« any
«.f mismsnsging a baby, ? used io see a treat
.J«'iil of thiit whin I was ß district visitor.'"
"A mother of half a doaen, ?<··>." sold Mr H« 11,

reflectively, lichtin·* aniother cigarette, "While
a »rirl who'd never bad any took to the Job
like a duck to water kn«-w Just what to do ami
how to do it. I will say that for her."
"The Instinct is in us all." remsrked Miss La»

scelles, dreamily, to the man in tb·* moon, who
seemed to survey m». eouple with his tongue in
his ? heek "»Or If not. It OUghl to be, I'm sure I
could Kin- many a mother points, as vow call
it."
"I've no doubt you could I heard «om»-body

say, Ihe other day. that ninth· rs sre born, noi
mad»·. Wry tro··, loo. You sei II in th.· little
girls nursing ihelr «lolls, ? don'l iinnk anything
of a sbc-chlld that doesn't want a doll as soon
as it ' an sj. ah."

? always loved them." declared I! me
H.· leamd forward ?«, look at a spider's web

that th»· silver Mcht had lust ton. bed, making
It Shine out from its ba. kgroiin.) of dark b aves
and veranda post: .md there was danger of
rupture i" th. delicate thread of th«· topi»· tha-f
was srearing so ehsrming s conversation
Wherefore the young lady hastened t«. Inquire
what had become of his little son.

"I suppose," sh»· said, "be is with 1 .* mother's
peopler
Slowly resuming bis attitude ..f repose, Mr

Bell puffed awhile in silence, then answered:
"No-.», not exactly. With a friend of his
inotii«-r>, not h«-r family. Unfortunately, her

family l« in Rngland, so Is mine. Neither of us
bad a soul her«· l*e4ong1ng ? us That wa·· |US1
th·· difficulty."

"li musi have bien a eresi difneulty,'' mnr-

inut'.d Rose, in ? feeling tone.
"1 believe you," sssented Mr, Beli, with em¬

phasis. "In fact, it pot me Into the most ridic¬
ulous bole, lh<- most » onfoiind« d Bs one that

1 «ani for th«· life of me s« ·· my way «.ul of- one

laat. However, I mustn't talk about It to

you. It's not a thlnff that ou*,*ht to I»»· talked

about to snybody."
And yet b·· ycuned to talk aboiK it, and now;

and to this parti, alatly sympathetic woman.

who was not young an»l giddy, hut, like himself,
far out nf her 'teens an-1 experienced In the
? rouilles of life, such a« Weighed him d«*vn.
There was "somctlrtig about her," he thought,
that Irresistibly appealed to him, and he «11.1
not know what; hut an author, who knows
"verjihlns;, kn iws exactly what it was. It WSS
the moonlight night.
? few words from her, hacked hy the naniebss

influencée of th.· hour, loosened Ills tonque.
"You mustn't think me an unnatural pan-ut."

h« said. "It's not that at all. I'm awfully f.»nd
of him. I've gol his photograph in my pocket.
I'll show It to you when we go in.th·· last one

for the tin··· tsslng. I icet a new on«· about one·
a month, In nil sort· <»f get-no·, clothes and no

«loth»'«, hut all its fat as hinter, and Krlnnini*
from ear to ear with the J>»y of ¡if«·. You never
saw su« h a fetching little CUSS. I'd give anything
to get hol-l of him If I could "

"Hut. sorely ids own fath.'i·" --

"No. it sounds absurd !<» vou. naturali), but
Units because yon don'l underetnnd th«· ritua¬
li.>n."

"I can't conceive «»f any situation"
"of course not. It's ? prv|»«»stcroii<« fritttatlon.

And I Just drifted into it, I don'l know how.
.»Ii. I do know II «a.is for th»· Child's own Bake;
so that '-on really mustn't »all me ? heartless

parent .ill'.* mot··. Mis« ???¦· II'"-'. N'"l"dv would
d»> Hint who knew what l«l suffered for him'.''
Mr. Bell look th»· second Igurette from his
mouth, and sighed deeply, "Keen in ibe begin
ninii it Would hav been «1:III»nil t" frei out of

it, having «m» e not in," be continued, afi»r a

pause, "hut it has been going on so lonp, g»-t-
titiR worse snd wor««· »-very »lav and every hour,
till n»»w I'm tangled up and helpless, Ilk«· hat
moth in thai spul« r's web" pointing t»< a little
insect tragedy going ob beeide ihem.
Miss Laaceltes leaned forward, resting her

arms «>n her km···«, and spreading her hands in

tin· enchanting moonlight, win ii made them
look whit«» ns pearls- and made her rather w«»rn

face look aa If finely rarved in i\-««r>·. it »«a»

a graceful, thoughtful. onnd«*ntlal nottt, ami
her eyes uplifted, gleamed Just under his eyes,

Ineffabl) soft ami kind.
"I'm so sorry'' she murmured, lint If 1

don'i know what ih·· trouble is.. Oh, don'l
t«dl m·· If \ou'ii rntrur net' I can't help you,
can I' I tl·» wish 1 could'"

"S·, do I. Hut I'm afraid nobody can help m»

And >· t ?· rhiip« a fresh eye a woman's clearer
Insight" il«· paus··.!, irresolute; then sue«

rnmbed to temptation, "l^^»k birre, Miss !··»

scelles, I'll Just tell you how it is. if you'll prom¬
ise ii"t t«. -; enk of i' again. Y"ii are pn ?·,,«.|?.
I km»" VOU wall uti'l'Tstarid and It will l»e auch
a blessed relief ·. t« ;i somebody! And prrhap«
\">i could idvlse me, ifter ail'

G.« t m« lr) «he broke In, en.raglngly
a*or an Instant her ?··.??·. hand touched hi·
»le·»! ·· \¦ tua ! » :- « me, he ? aid.
"I'm -ur«· f it I'm «tir.· of It." he f·' p««n 1· «1.

warmly. Hi :i n »·« Ibe remnant <»f tbe
-··. m d i:-.ir.·".·. (....k a ? m« · ii· hit"
·«. t. and plung« l h sdlong.
"? »? see, ·.»« had nobody belonging te us in

tbla country. I came oui t» make .« living and
a home for hei :.tow Jed up in Rnglnnd
and as soon a· id »*"t a hit ..f »teady Income
I s.iil for 1er I·. Join me «»f course, we had
(.. be married from somewhere, an.) «»»me lenii

old people that I knew took her off the ship and
looked after her for a day or two. and wt drove

to church from their houae. Their daughter
acted ?? bridesmaid, and ehe and my wife got
to be great chums. She ueed lo come and stay
with un a good deal.it was lon-soeie for the

poor girl in a strange land, and me no much
away.and we used to put up with them when

we went to town. In fact, they were what

you might call bosom friends. That w as Just
the difficulty."
"You are speaking," queried Rose gently, "of

the perpon who has the baby?"
"Kxactly. Ah, I see you begin to understand,''
"I think no." BgJd Rita**·, with a «mile broad

"hough to be vlslhle In any kind of moonlight.
"But what was th« dilhVulty?"
"Well, you know, l»eing «o really fond '»f her,

and all that -wlahlng to do It for th«· sake of

her d.'ad friend; what could I «ay? Kspi-clally
as those women w-re killing the unfortunate
hi ¡it between them. She was not fo very young.
and was evidently elevi· at managing"-
"Yes," interp toed Rose, smiling «till.
"Ail peculiarly Bttonted for undertaking th··

Jol» much us you are situate»! h» re --living with
two ..id folks who doted "ti her and w»*re only too

pleased t<> let her do whatever she liked; fond of

a baby, and m want of some object in lif«·, and

so on. lint chiefly It was for Mabel's sake. To

see poor Mnbel'a child messeti ar.d maul»'d about

by a set «if hungling. Ignorant creatures, who

hnd n»> Interest whatever in it, was more than

ah« <»ul»l stand, she Bald; to tell the truth, I
«¦ nililn't slami It either, and Fhe b» ggeil me to

l<d her hav«· it t«» look after, as trn-re was in«

female friend or relative nearer to If than she

waa Whal . ould I »lo' She lived In a nice,

health) spot, and there was tue old mnth'T with

her esperience; and l wna »»hiicd to go away,

.m»! and well, I just had to say 'yes,' and be

thankful to do it. \V<* got th«· the doctor f«iun«l

a we engageai the sort of nurse that does ev»ry-

thing, you know, a f'.n«. strapping young woman.

In the pink of condition; and away they went to

MeltMMirne together. And at (he first Mush tbe
wnrsl "f th·· trouble seemed <>v«-r, inst»·«»! or

just beginning. 1 gave up my bouse and stor»·«!

the furniture, and went off after my necessary

btlrin·*·*, miserable enough, as ><»i may «upp»is»',

I.i;t ai lessi with an easy mind about the boy.
As far as be was concerned, as far aa poor, d«-ar

Maini was concerned, I felt that 1 had acted for

ine beai For ih·· msster of that, looking at the

business from their point of view, It appears

even now that I did a« I for the best. Indeed. I

dont fer the life of me understand how any
man »ould It.i»· a» !» d otherwise under the clr-

umstancea."
'I'h·· ii-trner, listening Intently, here put a

quiet oip'stion -"Did ymi pay her?".whi« h

reused Ihe narrator to win»»· like a galled hor«»-

Ah. ih«r·· :>i>u hit the w»ak «p"t. Miss La·
·». elles, righi in 'he bull's-eye," he .1.« lar» «1, «¡gli

nur furiously, "if I could bave paid her, <>f

course Ibere'd have l · ? ß? «lilllculiy at all. Hut

»he wouldn't be paid."
' ?.»?? ought lo hav» Insisted <·? It," said Kos.

«· *. · rely.
l did in ist. ? Instated ¡»?? ? knew. Bul ahe

¦aid It was a labor ol 1<>\·.· for her friend, and

seemed an runt al ih·· idea <«f money being
brought into th»· QU«*1 lion that I was ashamed to

presa her heyend a certain point. Sh>· i»t me pay
f.»r the nurse's hoard, and that's all. The bal»·.
didn't eal anything, y,»u see. and they were

OOHBJDBMATB.
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comfortably off. with lots of spare room ht
their house, and I Just looked on It as a sort of
temporary visit until we should be able to turn
around a bit. Fut".with an«»ther sigh-"he's
there yet."
Miss Laucelles nodded, with an air of utter

wisdom.
"Of course, you went often to s«?e the child ?"
"Whenever I waa in town. And found him al·

ways the same, so beautifully cared for that,
upon my «ou!. I never saw a baby in my life
so Fwea?t and clean and wholesome looking; jolty
as a little sanilboy all the time, too."
"That m-*ans that he had a perfect constitu¬

tion, inherited from you, evidently. And you
were fortunate In the nurse?"
"Very fortunate. Hut it appeared that beyond
beyond running the commissariat department,

so to speak, sin- did next to nothing for him.
Miss.the lady I spoke of.did everything.
Made herself a perfect slave to him."
"Bought his (lollies?"
"Oh," groaned the wretched man, "I BUPfKBB»

so. What did I know about a baby's clOtlMSt
And sho wouldn't answer my questions-said
he was all right and didn't want for anything, as

I could see with my own ey«'s. I tried making
j resents, used to send gam·* and things, found

out her birthday and gave her a Jewel, took
<··.. y chance I could get to work off tlie »»hli·;-.·
timi, hut If was no use. She gave me a birth¬

day present after I'«I given h. ? one.

"Well, if Sloths will go into spiders' w· bs." re¬

marked his companion, "they must take the

consequences."
"S.linei lines they get helped out," he replied.

".Sume beneficent godlike being puts out an

omnipotent finger".
He looked at her and she looked at him. At

this moment they BSSmtd to have known one

another Intimately for years. The m«»on again.
"Tell me everything," she said, 'and I'll help

you out."
H.» then he told ber that h·· had been giving up

the habit of fre(-uently visiting his son. Cow¬
ardly and wpak, he knew, but the thing was too

confoundedly awkward, ton < mbarrasslng alto¬
gether.
"Hut she writes. She writ« s a full report every

Week, tells me what he weighs and when he's
got a m sh tu»!h and how he crawls about tha
carpet and into her bed of a morning, and imi¬
tate« the cat mewing, and drinks I don't know
how many pints of new milk a day, and all that
sort of thing. I believe the rascal has the appe¬
tite of a young tiger, and y*t I can't pay foe
what he eats! The nurse was long ago dispensed
with, so that I've not even her Iward to send a
check for. that they might by chance make a
trifle of profit nut of. It seems too late now te
-imply take the child away, and there leave It;
I haven't the unspeakable shabblness, the brazen

Impudence, the iman s·dflsbnesi. to do su. h a

thing; and, b» sides, h·· might come to any seri of
grief, poor little .-hap. In that cas«·. Theie'« no

doubt in the world that her taking of him and
doing for him have 1>····? the salvation of his

health, and perhaps his life. Ami I know, by
what she tells me, that he regularly ib»t(s .»n

b. r as so h·' OUghl and would howl his vt ry
head off If w« took him from her. What could I

do with him if I did tak· him? I've no h«»me,
and nobody to look after it if I had. and hired
rervsntl ar»· the deuce with a tone man at their

mercy, it would be worse now- than it wa}· at

first. And so" with .1 heavy sigh "you s· ·· the

situation. I'm pul swallowed up boil*, and
bones, drown«··! fathoms deep. In s sea nf »lebt

and obligation that l can never by an> |.<>s«*'-
blllty strugub oui of, ex».pt .

He paus»·»! snd Mushed.
"F.xcept," continued Rose, with ihe candid air

of a kind and sensible sister, "x< ept l>> marry-

Lng her. you glean? Tee, ? see the situation. I
appreciate your point <>f view I should under¬
stand If It wer«· not that she unquestionably
bud the trap for rou deliberate!) just as ¡hat

spider laid his for moths and ft.··*. And marriage
t.y cantore has gone out."
"Ob, don't sav ? hat!" lh. man protested in

haste. 'I would not for ? moment accuse bet
of that. Sh»· was .Mabel's friend it was for her

it wiu. out of pun· wouianl) · iimpasskm ?·t the
motherless » hill, at any rate, in the beginning.
And even now I have no righi whatever to

suppos."-
"Bul you know It, all the sain.·, livry word

yo'i have said tn me tells me ? hat you know It.
Voi mav as well he frank.'

ll·· squirm«.I a little in his hair, but ronfeased
as require«!.
"W.ll .but It's a caddish thing lo say I think

she does esperi it And hSSU'l sh. the right to

expect it? However, that's neither here nor

there. The point Is, thai in Common honor and
boiiisiy, in common manliness, I should repay
her If I can. and there's no other way-al least,
I can't see an*, other way It is my fault, and
not hers, that I don't take t·» the notion, for a

better woman in ver walked, nor one that wouki

make a better mother to the boy. (tut, some¬

how, you d«> like to have your fr ·?· choi«···, don't

you?"
"And ought to have ll." «ju«>th Unsi·, with

energy. "And must hav.· It, and shall. Now
listen. Mr. Iteli"- addressing bun In such a tone

of coniid· nee and encouragement that he fett
sure she was g.'ing to » ut his bonds forthwith

"you hi.ve BSfced me to h"lp you, and I can help
you. It will be perfectly easy, situated as I aro

lure. He will not miss her after a couple of

days, and she has -.-cully no earthly right either

to him or to you. and It would give rae ine

greatest pleasure you can Imagine». Thin Is what

you must do"- sh«· leaned forward In her chair

and gaz««! earnestly Into his paling fa<*e, "you
must Just hand that baby o'jer Ut aux".{Imm^
man's Ma^a/ina,


